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CITY OF WALKER COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

November §, 2021 6:00 PM

The regular meeting of the Walker Mayor and City Council was held at the Walker City Hall
on Monday, November 8, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jimmy Watson
followed with prayer led by Eric Cook. Mayor Watson invited all present to remain standing for the
reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. The Municipal Clerk followed with roll call.

The following council members were present: David Clark, Eric Cook, Gary Griffin, Scarlett
Major and Richard Wales.

A motion was made by Mr. Cook, seconded by Mr. Wales, to approve the minutes from the
October 11, 2021 council meeting.

YEAS: Clark, Cook, Griffin, Major, Wales
NAYS: None
ABSENT: None

Finance Director, Mike Cotton, presented the September 2021 Financial Report. He reported
that the city’s net profit for the period ending September 30,2021 was $1,201,400. Natural gas revenue
was up by 57% due to generator use during Hurricane Ida. Sales tax revenue increased by 11%. Mr.
Cotton stated that the October 2021 financials will be completed in the next day or two and that the
2022 budget will soon be finalized.

Ms. Major introduced an ordinance for a 2021 budget adjustment and an ordinance for the 2022
budget. Both will be discussed during the public hearing at the December 13, 2021 council meeting.

Mr. Clark introduced an ordinance updating the pay schedule. This ordinance will be discussed
during the public hearing at the December 13, 2021 council meeting.

Assistant Chief of Police Kenath Black advised the members of the council that the
recommendation for hire of candidate Sammy Coniglio has been withdrawn by Chief Addison.
Afterwards, he presented before the city council members candidate, Ely Boucher, recommending his
hire as a part-time police officer.

Upon motion made by Mr. Wales and seconded by Ms. Major, Ely Boucher was approved as a
part-time hire at the Walker Police Department.

YEAS: Clark, Cook, Griffin, Major, Wales
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

Additional Comments:

1) Chief of Operations, Jamie Etheridge, stood in proxy for Waste Water Supervisor, Wendy
Montalbano. A status was given for the J.R. Drive project. Mr. Etheridge continued by
commenting on the success of the Veterans’ Day parade and the Fall Fest held on Saturday,
October 30". The City of Walker hosted it’s first Pumpkin Patch. Approximately 700
pumpkins were shipped from New Mexico. The proceeds from the sale of the pumpkins
funded our Challenger’s Program. Lastly, Mr. Etheridge announced the upcoming
Christmas in the Park event scheduled for December 18" starting at 1:00 p.m. The day’s
events will start with a parade and continue with holiday festivities and family-friendly
activities at Sidney Hutchinson Park.

2) Joe McLin, Street Department Superintendent, provided an update on the projects the Parish
committed to for the following areas: Travis Street, Walker North to Keith Street, Walker
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North to the Ball Park Road entrance All are 100% complete. The Street Department will
soon begin on Vera McGowan, projecting its completion in the next couple of weeks.

Mary Maiden announced to the council a Christmas banquet sponsored annually by Club
Outreach. The fundraising event is December 11" 2021 @ 7:00 a.m. She invited the Mayor
and fellow council members to support Club Outreach’s commitment to its 40 years of
public service to the local community by making every effort to attend.

Ms. Major announced that the City of Walker will once again host the Christmas Lighting
Contest. This event will be sponsored by Walker Motor Vehicles.

Local resident, Dwayne Scott, approached the Mayor and council members regarding the
manholes on Travis Street. He commended the Street Department on the remarkable work
of the drainage and overlay projects. However, he asked if something could be done about
the sunken man-holds. Initially, the man-holes were packed with asphalt which has since
washed-out creating ruts. Due to the recess around the man-holes, Jamie Etheridge informed
Mr. Scott that the man-holes will be corrected to make the man-holes flushed with the road.

With no further business to discuss, Mr. Wales made a motion to adjourn the city council
meeting for November 8, 2021.

ATTEST:

YEAS: Clark, Cook, Griffin, Major, Wales
NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

RESPECTFULLy SUBMITTED,

/

Tammy PaC;D Mummpal Clerk




